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Council  Offices, 

38,  Chapel  Street, 

Penzance, 

March,  1937# 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

West  Penwith  Rural  District  Council, 

As  you  are  aware  I  took  up  my  appointment  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  your  Authority  in  March,  195&,  and  therefore,  in 
introducing  this  Annual  Report  for  1935  on  behalf  of  Dr.IXmscombe 
I  should  like  to  thank  Mr.  Hitchens  for  recording  the  information 
following  this  preamble, 

I  am  refraining  from  any  comment  on  the  statistical 
information  for  1955  as  the  figures  are  relatively  small  and  it  is  very 
easy  to  draw  false  conclusions  from  such  statistics,  I  am  however 
considering  the  possibility  of  comparing  our  local  figures  with 
those  for  previous  years  in  the  next  Annual  Report  to. see  if  anything 
call  be  deduced  from  them. 

An  apparently  unnotified  case  of  par a- typhoid  was 
investigated  and  six  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified.  Although 
it  is  thought  that  the  para-typhoid  may  have  originated  outside  of  the 
district  these  occurences  point  to  the  need  for  continued  vigilance, 
particularly  in  the  direction  of  food  hygiene  and  general  sanitation. 

It  is  difficult  to  pick  out  any  one  mark  of  progress  for  special 
mention  in  a  district  so  varied  in  its  problems  and  perhaps  it  is 
dangerous  for  a  newcomer  to  try.  However  the  commencement  of  the 

new  sewerage  scheme  at  G-oldsithney  is  clearly  one  of  the  most 
important  steps  taken  during  the  year  in  the  area  from  the  public  health 
angle. 

I  feel  the  Council  would  again  wish  to  congratulate  its 
Inspectors  on  the  100  per  cent  meat  inspection  maintained  with  the 
exception  of  the  one  pig  which  got  away  due  to  bad  road  conditions!' 

This  is  a  very  good  record  indeed  and  it  is  well  worth  anticipating  the 
figure  you  will  see  in  appendix  "D"  -  8$8Q  carcasses  inspected. 

D.L.  JOHNSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


STATISTICAL  INFORMATION  (1955). 

Civil  Population  (Registrar  General’s  Mid-Year  Estimate) 
Area 

Rateable  Value 

Product  of  Id  rate 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (estimated) 


1754-0. 

59,792  acres. 
e€66,062. 

£257. 

6245. 


No.  of  Live  Births 


Male  Female  Total. 


116. 

Rate  per  1000  population  :  13.9 

No.  of  Stillbirths  Male 

4. 

Rate  per  1000  total  births  -  32.7 

No.  of  Deaths.  Male 

111. 

Rate  per  1000  population  -  13.2 


129.  245* 

Female  Total. 

4.  8. 

Female  Total. 

121.  232. 


No.  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age.  Male 
Rate  per  1000  live  births  -  57.1  13. 

Table  of  Causes  of  l!>eath. 


Female  Total. 
1.  14. 


Tuberculosis  -  Respiratory 

Male 

2 

Female 

mm 

Total 

2 

Tuberculosis  -  Other 

1 

- 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

mm 

1 

Cancer  of  stomach 

4 

1 

5 

Cane or  of  lung,  bronchus 

7 

1 

8 

Cancer  of  Breast 

- 

3 

3 

Cancer  of  Uterus 

- 

3 

3 

Cancer  of  other  sites 

12 

4 

16 

Leukaemia,  aloukaemia 

- 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

2 

3 

5 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

12 

17 

29 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

10 

20 

30 

Ityper tension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

Other  heart  diseases 

15 

29 

44 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

10 

15 

Influenza 

2 

- 

2 

Pneumonia 

6 

5 

11 

Bronchitis 

5 

1 

4 

Other  disoases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

- 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

- 

1 

1 


Nephritis  arid  nephrosis 

Mode 

1 

Female 

2 

Total 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

- 

4 

Congenital  malformations 

4 

1 

5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

11 

11 

22 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

2 

3 

All  other  accidents 

1 

6 

Suicide 

1 

- 

1 

111 

121 

232 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Heart  Diseases 

26 

51 

77 

Cancer 

23 

12 

35 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System 

12 

17 

29 

-  2  - 


1. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Winter  bursts  were  not  as  severe  as  in  the 
previous  year  although  in  common  with  most  authorities  we  had 
our  difficulties. 

On  the  whole  supplies  throughout  the  district 
were  fairly  well  maintained,  with  the  exception  of  minor 
faults  at  pumping  stations  and  of  course  the  seasonal 
increased  demands  through  systems  which  due  to  ago  and 
corrosion  are  incapable  of  carrying  sufficiencies  of 
supplies. 

New  filtering  media  was  provided  at  Mellanear 
Station  which  resulted  in  an  increased  throughput  and 
more  efficiency  both  desirable  to  maintain  the  quantity 
and  head  required  to  feed  St.Erth  Village. 

The  scheme  for  St.Erth  which  was  installed  during 
the  year  is  part  of  the  Drift  major  proposals  back-fed  from 
Mellanear  pending  Drift  reaching  fruition  when  the  pipeline 
will  be  used  for  augmenting  the  Mellanear  reservoir.  By 
the  end  of  the  year  88  houses  and  4-  other  properties  were 
connected.  Two  standpipes  wore  provided  for  12 
substandard  properties  which  would  be  subject  to  Housing 
Act  action  by  the  Council  in  the  future. 

Tappings  of  mains  for  new  supplies  continued 
under  this  department  with  a  further  44  properties  being 
connected  throughout  the  district. 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  samples  taken, 
together  with  the  current  position  of  public  supplies,  are 
given  m  Appendix  "  • 

2.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  &  DISPOSAL. 


Vehicles  -  2  Dennis  10  cu.yd.  1  Karrier  7  cu.yd  (part  time) 

Personnel  -  Charge  hand  -  1.  Street  Orderlies  & 

Refuse  collectors  -  6.  Convenience  attendants  2. 
Tip  attendants  -  2. 

Labourers  shared 
with  Water  Dept.  -  2. 

Five  members  of  the  outdoor  staff  including  the 
charge  hand  were  replaced  during  the  year,  two  on  health 
grounds,  two  having  rea.ched  retirement  age  and  one  having 
died. 


With  the  exception  of  minor  interuptions  in 
February  due  to  snow,  normal  collections  throughout  the 
district  were  maintained  by  cur  present  numbers  of  staff 
and  vehicles.  A  census  taken  on  domestic  refuse  containers 
showed  that  there  were  as  many  tubs,  baths  and  boxes  in 
use  as  there  were  dustbins  and  as  a  result  leaflets  were 
prepared  and  circulated  to  owners  and  occupiers  asking 
for  the  provision  of  proper  receptacles  and  which  had 
a  limited  success  and  was  I  think  worthwhile. 

Our  pro-war  Council  houses  were  affected  by  this 
and  subsequently  the  Council  accepted  the  onus  as  owners 
by  providing  168  new  bins  on  the  basis  that  replacements 
should  be  the  liability  of  the  occupiers* 

The  fire  which  had  started  the  previous  year 
at  Gwithian  tip  was  isolated  but  still  burning  and  although 
manual  efforts  to  control  it  were  tried  they  proved 
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unsuccessful  and  eventually  a  bulldozer  was  hired  and  the 
affected  portion  spread  and  the  fire  put  out.  This  also 
increased  our  tipping  area.  The  smell  from,  the  burning 
refuse  had  created  a  nuisance  to  which  local  residents 
had  raised  numerous  objections  together  with  the 
blowing  of  paper  when  the  wind  was  high  and  in  one 
direction.  Matters  were  not  improved  by  the  lack  of 
covering  material  for  a  period  due  to  the  material  not 
being  available  at  the  Electricity  Works  and  by  the 
tipping  after  normal  working  hours  during  the  Summer’ 
of  the  St. Ives  Corporation  vehicles.  The 
estimates  for  this  tip  were  therefore  overspent  in 
dealing  with  the  fire,  more  fencing  as  protection 
against  blown  papers,  and  the  use  of  our  own  vehicles  and 
personnel  in  getting  covering  material. 

It  was  decided  that  a  new  site  should  be  found  for 
disposal,  as  the  existing  Gwithian  tip  was  nearing  the  end 
of  its  useful  life  but  pending  the  settlement  of  a 
satisfactory  alternative  site  permission  was  sought  for 
an  extension  of  approx.  0.84  acres'  near  the  present  site 
to  tide  over  the  interim  period.  This  additional 
site  had  not  been  entered  upon  by  the  end  of  tho  year, 
and  I  do  not  wish  to  use  this  if  it  can  be  avoided. 

The  securing  of  satisfactory  conditions  for  a 
new  site  was  not  easy  but  eventually  an  area  of  land  in 
St.Erth  Parish  was  chosen  where  some  15  acres  of  poor 
land  could  be  reclaimed  and  preliminary  clearances  with 
various  authorities  was  put  in  hand*  Some  experimental 
works  of  drainage  were  also  tried  and  which  appeared  to 
prove  successful.  The  planning  of  this  new  site  was 
well  under  way  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

* 

The  small  tip  at  Trebehor  was  also  approaching 
completion  and  negotiations  were  started  for  an  area  of 
land  quite  close  to  tho  existing  site  and  planned  to  be 
available  when  the  existing  tip  was  completed. 

A  pilot  scheme  of  salvaging  of  bottles  at  tho 
tip  face  was  instituted  in  December  and  was  sufficiently 
promising,  both  from  the  better  control  of  the  tip  and 
from  the  point  of  revenue,  to  continue  and  improve  on  in 
1956. 


A  total  of  3577  loads  were  disposed  of  at  Gwithian 
representing  9 65  loads  by  West  fenwith  1750  loads  from  St. 
Ives  Borough  and  862  from  Industrial  and  Commercial 
undertakings.  Trebehor  tip  catered  for  288  loads. 

Both  tips  have  been  disinfested  against  rats  on 
numerous  occasions* 

3.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


At  the  St.Buryan  Sewage  Works  a  piped  supply  of  water 
was  taken  on  to  the  site,  the  construction  of  a  small  covered; 
shod  for  storage  of  dried  sludge  was  started  and  the  normal 
maintenance  of  remaking  the  sludge  drying  beds  and  painting 
of  metal  work  was  continued.  The  repair  and  renewal  of  the 
glazing  to  the  drying  beds  was  completed  and  strengthened  and 
it  is  not  anticipated  that  similar  damage  will  recur. 

Goldsithney  outfall  received  quite  a  lot  of  attention 
during  the  year  and  considerable  anxiety  was  felt  when  tho 
sewage  effluent  failed  to  get  away  underground  due  to  what 
could  only  have  been  a  fall  in  the  old  mine  workings. 


4 


The  source  of  trouble  was  not  established  but  the  shaft  into 
which  the  effluent  discharged  was  opened  up  and  cleared  and 
with  the  commencement  of  the  new  sewerage  scheme  for  this 
area  it  is  hoped  that  trouble  can  be  avoided  until  the  new 
system  comes  into  operation.  This  will,  do  away  with  the 
existing  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

Long  Rock  sewer  outfall  again  gave  the  usual  trouble 
with  the  broken  pipeline  on  the  beach  getting  blocked  by  moving 
sand  and  again  a  temporary  repair  of  a  makeshift  nature  was 
carried  out.  Pending  the  implementing  of  the  now  rising  main 
to  the  Penzance  Corporation  outfall  at  Chyandour  and  the 
abandonment  of  this  sea  outfall,  recurring  trouble  can  always 
be  anticipated  and  however  vigilant  we  are  there  will  bo 
times  when  a  nuisance  and  in  some  cases  severe  inconvenience 
to  householders  on  the  lowest  sections  is  possible. 

Vent onle ague  Pond,  Hayle  which  is  and  has  been 
utilized  by  the  Council  for  many  years  to  manually  flush  sections 
of  the  main  Copperhouso  sewer  was  emptied  and  cleaned  during 
the  year  by  direct  labour  and  should  with  reasonable 
maintenance  serve  its  purpose  for  a  number  of  years  without 
any  excessive  expenditure* 

A  great  deal  of  inconvenience  was  caused  to  West 
Penwith  residents  by  the  inability  of  the  St.  Ives.  Cesspool  Emptier 
to  cope  with  individual  requests  for  cesspool  emptying.  The 
position  had  been  aggrevated  because  of  restricted  overtime  working 
and  the  differential  rate  which  would  follow  to  the  persons 
requiring  the  work  to  be  done.  A  scheme  whereby  we  acted  as  the 
.Agents  for  the  householders  ini  our  district  and  requisitioned  the 
gully  emptier  at  a  fixed  charge  of  27/6d  per  hour  irrespective  of 
its  use  during  normal  or  overtime  working  was  introduced  and 
after  the  initial,  change  over  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 

ML  AT  INSPECTION-. 


Details  of  numbers  of  animals  killed  and  inspected 
together  with  the  numbers  condemned  are  given  in  Appendix  MDM. 

Three  of  the  four  licensed  slaughterhouses  wera 
in  constant  use  and  improvement  works  have  been  carried  out  from 
time  to  time  by  the  owners  particularly  at  Marazion  where  a  new 
hanging  room  was  built.  The  maximum  number  of  animals  killed  and 
inspected^ in  any  one  day  was  174  and  the  amount  condemned  in  the  year 
as  ove;i:rjn5,p15Sea  *  in  this  figure  were  a  number  of  calves  with 
generalized  tuberculosis  and  in  each  case  it  was  possible  to  trace  the 
farm  from;  which  they  had  come  and  the  Veterinary  Inspectors!, 
of  the  Animals  Health  Division  (Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
&  Food)  were  able  to  investigate  and  where  necessary  eradicate  the 
probable  sources  of  infection. 

One  pig  carcase  only  was  not  inspected  and  that  due  to 
the  imfassible  conditions  of  the  roads.  The  Regulations  which 
empowers  the  retention  of  any  carcase  for  a  maximum  period  of 
6  hours  from  notification  of  slaughter  excepting  between  the 
hours  of  7  p.m*  to  7  a, nr*  plaoes  a  burden  on  the  staff  of  all 
health  departments  which  means  numerous  visits  out  of  normal 
working  hours  and  as  an  indication  of  what  this  means  220  visits 
wore  made  either  at  night  and  during  Bank  Holidays.  Dead¬ 
weight  certification  was  commenced  at  two  slaughterhouses  near  the 
end  of  the  year  which  has  assisted  in  the  rentention  of  carcases 
to  more  reasonable  hours  and  consequently  it  is  anticipated  that 
overtime  will  be  reduced  in  the  coming  year* 

KNACKERS  YARDS. 


There  are  two  licensed  Knackers  Yards  in  the  district 
one  at  Madron  which  is  concerned  with  the  provision  of  feeding 
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stuff  to  hounds  of  the  Western  Hunt,  the  other  at  Haylo 
distributes  moat  for  animal  consumption  in  this  and  other 
areas  in  the  County.  Plans  were  submitted  and  approved  during 
the  year  for  the  erection  of  a  now  building  a.t  Hayle  tc  supercedet 
tho  existing  premises  and  work  was  commenced.  The  conditions 
of  the  new  Model  Byelaws  were  made  known  to  tho  owner  when  his 
proposals  were  under  consideration  and  agreement  reached  on 
this  basis. 


SUSPECTED  FOOD  POISONING.  PARA-TXTHOID  &  UNDULENT  FEVER. 

One  case  of  salmonella  infection  was  reported  and  investigated. 
The  usual  specimens  were  taken  and  inquiries  made  but  with 
no  positive  results. 

A  case  of  paratyphoid  B.  was  also  investigated  and  it 
was  thought  that  the  trouble  originated  outside  our  area.  Normal 
precautions  and  specimens  were  taken  and  notifications  made  to 
the  home  authority  of  the  patient  and  family. 

A  suspected  case  of  Undulent  Fever  was  followed  up 
by  sampling  milk  from  a  possible  source  with  negative  results*, 

Dr.  Needham  (Assistant  County  Medical  Officer) 
deputised  for  Dr.IUnscombe  and  conducted  the  inquiries. 

HOUSING. 

Details  of  the  housing  position  during  the  year  are 
given  in  Appendix  ”jj”. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH. 


Statistics  on  general  public  health  matters  ars 
given  in  Appendix  ”pu. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN 

RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAH  1955  FOR  THE  RLJRAL  DISTRICT  OF 

WEST  PENWITH  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CORNWALL. 

PA.iT  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1*  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to 
health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises- 


Number  of 

Number1  Inspec-  Written Occu- 
on  t  ions .  Notices  piers 

Register  Prose- 

cuted. 


i.  Factories  in  which  Secs. 3,2, 3, 4  &  6 

are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  23  2  1 

Authorities* 

ii*  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  66  32 

which  Section  J  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority*. 

iii.  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec. 7  is 

enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  -  — 

(excluding  Out -workers*  premises) 


Total.  - 


82  7  3 


2.  Gases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found:- 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.Inspector  By  H*M.  No. of  cases 

Sanitary  (S.7*) 

3 

2 

Insv'ec-  in  which 
tor*  prosecutions 

“  3  were 

Conveniences 

( 

a)  insufficient* 

instituted. 

Nature  of  Work. 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

CUTWORK. 

(Sections  110  &  111) 

No.  of  out-  No*. of  cases  of 

No.  of  prosecutions 

workers  in 

default  in 

for  failure  to  supply 

August  list 

sending  lists 

lists. 

required  by 
Sect.HC(l)(c 

to  the  Council. 

Wearing  apparel 

(Making  etc. 

9 

— 

— 

No*  of  instances 

Notice 

Total  9. 

of  work  in  unwholesome 

Served 

premises. 
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APPENDIX  A. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Corrected.  Notifications) 

mi*. 


DISEASE. 

PENZANCE 

BOROUGH. 

ST. IVES 
BOROUGH. 

WEST  PENWITH 
RURAL  DISTRICT. 

ST. JUST 

URBAN 

DISTRICT. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

5 

1 

11 

.  - 

Whooping  Cough. 

- 

3 

1 

- 

Measles. 

387 

11 

150 

10 

Diphtheria, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia • 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Tuberculosis  - 

Respiratory. 

14 

6 

11 

7 

Other. 

3 

1 

3 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning. 

- 

- 

6 

- 

Erysipelas. 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Paratyphoid. 

1 

mm 

« 

_ 

DIPHTHERIA 

IMMUNISATION. 

1955. 

AREA. 

Number  of  Children  who  Completed 
a  Full  Course  of  Immunisation  in 

1955. 

Under  5.  5-14*  Total. 

Number  of  Children 
Receiving  Refresher 
Doses. 

PENZANCE. 

195 

23 

218 

420 

ST. IVES. 

85 

2 

87 

79 

WEST  PENWITH  R.D. 

208 

51 

259 

437 

ST. JUST  U.D . 

56 

2 

58 

49 

8 


Total  Notifications 
Total  Deaths 
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AlPENDIX  "D". 


CAflCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  03  IN 

pAliT  • 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

&_ 

Lambs. 

Pigs 

Horses. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

613 

784 

6802 

1102 

8381 

Nil. 

Number  inspected 

613 

784 

6802 

1102 

838C 

Nil. 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

&  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil. 

1 

3 

Nil. 

8 

Nil. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

124 

233 

23 

63 

1201 

Nil. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
insx^ected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticeerci. 

20.2 

29.84 

0.41 

5.89 

14.42 

Nil. 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned! 

2 

27 

2 

Nil. 

5 

Nil. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

64 

231 

28 

Nil. 

483 

Nil. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affocted  with 
tuberculosis. 

10.77 

32.90 

0.44 

Nil. 

5.82 

Nil. 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

No*  of  visits  made  to  slaughterhouses  -  857* 


Total  weight  of  meat  and  offals  rejected  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption  -  20  tons  8  cwt.  59  lbs* 

-  2  cwt.  19  lbs. 

-  11  - 


Other  food  rejected  as  unsound 


iffiPENDIX 


HOUSING  1955. 


Official  Representations  made  30* 

Closing  Orders  made  4. 

Undertakings  accepted  not  to  relet  12* 

"  H  to  make  fit  2. 

Demolition  Orders  made  1« 

Huts  reverting  to  Summer  occupation  only  A. 

Demolition  Orders  changed  to  Closing  Orders  3. 

Houses  closed  voluntarily  5* 

Closing  Orders  cancelled  on  making  fit  1. 

Houses  demolished  3. 

Undertakings  not  to  relet  1. 

Houses  made  fit  informally  23. 

Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the 

year  -  (a)  By  Local  Authority  59 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  15 

Grants  under  Section  20  Housing  Act  1949 

fa)  Approved  53 

(b)  Completed  20. 


-  12  - 


APPENDIX  '!Fn. 


INSPECTIONS  MADE  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

&  HOUSING  ACTS. 


Dwollinghouses  inspected  -  640. 


Visits 

re 

Outworkers 

— 

4. 

it 

ii 

Rodent  Control 

- 

22, 

tt 

it 

Refuse  Tips 

- 

101, 

ti 

it 

Drainage 

- 

146, 

ii 

ti 

Knackers  Yards 

- 

5- 

n 

ii 

Public  Conveniences 

- 

22, 

it 

ii 

Housing  Applications 

- 

146, 

it 

it 

Infectious  Diseases. 

— 

15. 

ti 

it 

Nuisances 

- 

81, 

it 

in 

Gamp  Sites 

- 

2.6, 

it 

n 

Sewage  Works 

- 

46, 

it 

ti 

Factories 

- 

3 

ii 

it 

Anthrax 

- 

1 

ti 

it 

i 

Food  premises 

- 

12 

it 

it 

Water  Supplies 

- 

8 

it 

it 

Houses  Disinfected 

_ 

4 

LICENCES  ISSUED.. 

Site  licences  for  Moveable  Dwellings  -  13. 
Individual  licences  for  Moveable  Dwellings  34. 
Slaughtermans  licences  -  23. 

Knackers  Yards  &  Slaughterhouses.  -  6* 

Milk.  -  23  (13  Pasteurised)  (10  T.T.). 

REGISTRATIONS. 

Premises  under  Food  &  Drugs  Act  -  1.  (Ico-croam). 
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POET  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


PENZANCE  (lIAYLE  IT'OrSTOU) 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  PORT  METICAL  OFFICER  AND  PORT  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOE  THE  YEAR  1955° 


Section  1  -  Staff 


Table  "A". 


Name  of  Officer 

Nature  of  Appointment 

Date  of 

Qualifi- 

Any  other 

Appoint- 

cation 

appointment 

ment . 

held. 

P.E.  Morris. 

Port  Health  Medical 

1st 

M.B. 

Police  Surgeon. 

Officer. 

April , 

Ch.B. 

Certifying  Factory 

1952. 

Doctor. 

J.W.  Hitchens. 

Port  Health  Inspector. 

1st 

San  o 

Chief  Sanitary 

October, 

Inspect , 

Inspector,  West 

1952. 

Soil'* 

Penwith  R.D.C. 

Foods 

Inspect . 

Cert,  R, 

Sol. 

&  S  6  I  O  E. 

J  o  Bo 

Address  and  Telephone 

;  Number  of  Port  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  s- 

"Bonaer",  Hayle  2315 

Section  II 

Amount  of 

Shipping  entering  the 

Table  MBM.  District  during  the  year. 


Ships  from 

Numbers 

Tonnage 

Number  inspected 

No.  of  ships  reported  as 

By  MoO.H.  By  S.I. 

having  or  having  had  during 

the  voyage  infectious 
disease  on  board. 

Foreign 

Ports. 

14 

3565 

10  2 

0 

i — 1 

•H 

Coastwise 

438 

100,837 

30  Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

452 

104,402 

40  2 

Nil. 

Section  III  -  Character  of  Shipping  and 

trade  during  the  year. 

Passenger  Traffic  (Number  of  passengers  INWARDS  -  Nil. 

(Number  of  passengers  OUTWARDS  -  Nil. 

Cargo  Traffic  (Principal  Imports  ...  Coal,  Oil,  Timber,  Sulphuric  Acid 

Cement,  Potatoes  &  Animal  Feeding 
Stuffs) 

(Principal  Exports  ...  Scrap  Steel,  Boxed  Fuses) 

Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive  ...  Barry,  Port  Talbot,  Fawley,  Avonmouth, 

Mersey  Ports,  Goole,  Blyth,  River  Thames, 
Belfast,  Baltic  Timber  Ports. 

-1- 


V 


~2~ 


Section  IV.  Inland  Barge  Traffic. 


Number  and  tonnage  using  the  district  and  places  served  by  the  traffic  -  Nil 


Section  V.  W a t er  Supply ° 


(l)  Source  of  supply  for  (a)  the  district 


. . .  mains  supply  from  Mellanear 
filtered  and  chlorinated. 


(b)  shipping  . . .  supply  pipes  taken  through 

the  docks  with  water  points 
at  intervals  at  dock  side. 


(2) 

(3) 


Reports  of  tests  for  contamination 

Precautions  taken  against  contamination 
of  hydrants  and  hosepipes 


Nil. 

Covered. 


(4)  Number  and  sanitary  conditions  of 

water  boats  and  powers  of  control  by 
the  Authority 


Section  VI. 


Public  Health  (Ships) 
Regulations  1952. 


(l)  List  of  Infected  Areas  (Reg. 6) 


Weekly  Records  of  Quarantinable  Diseases 
are  now  received  and  amendment  of  the  list 
made  monthly.  This  information  is 
sunnlied  to  Pilots  and  Customs  Officers. 


(2)  Radio  Messages 


(3)  Notifications  otherwise  than 

by  radio 

(4)  Mooring  Stations 


(5)  Arrangements  fors- 

(a)  Hospital  Accommodation  for 
infectious  diseases. 

(b)  Surveillance  and  follow  up 
of  contacts 


This  is  not  a  radio  transmitting  or 
receiving  Port  but  arrangements  are  made 
with  the  dock  owners  tp  forward  any  radio 
messages  they  may  receive  in  connection 

with  infectious  diseases. 

Arrangements  made  with  Pilots  and  Customs 
Officers  for  notification  and  despatch  of 
"Declarations  of  Health". 

Stations  have  with  approval  of  Harbour 
Master  and  Customs  Officers  been  sited  in 

the  bay. 

County  Isolation  Hospital,  Truro  through 
No . 1 .  Health  Area  Office,  Penzance. 


Phrough  normal  channels  of  Public  Health 
Department  of  Rural  District  Council  &  Ho. 

1  TTfifll+.b  Area  Office. 


(o)  Cleansing  and  Disinfection  of  -  Disinfection  of  ships  carried  out  under 
ships,  persons,  clothing  and  other  direction  of  Port  Health  Inspector.  No 
articles.  facilities  for  personal  cleansing. 

Clothing  etc.  steam  disinfected  at  West 
Cornwall  Hospital,  Penzance  by  arrangemenj 


Section  VII.  -  Smallpox. 

(l)  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  _  Smallpox  Hospital, 
cases  are  sent  from  the  district. 


I 


Liskeard. 


-3- 


(2)  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  - 
cases  to  that  hospital  by  ambulance 
etc . 

(3)  Name(s)  of  smallpox  consultant (s)  - 

available. 


(4)  Facilities  for  Laboratory 
diagnosis. 


Contact  Dr.  Pierson,  M.O.H.  Plymouth, 
or  Plymouth  Ambulance  Bureau  (Tel.  No. 
Plymouth  4101 . ) 

Dr.  W.A.  Lister,  7j  The  Crescent, 
Plymouth.  (Tel.  No.  Plymouth  5701 ) 

Dr.  C.  Seward,  20,  West  Southernhay, 
Exeter.  (Tel. No.  Exeter  2110) 

Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary,  Truro. 


Section  VIII.  -  Venereal  Disease. 


Location,  days  and  hours  of  the  available  -  West  Cornwall  Hospital,  Penzance  - 
facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  V.D.  Clinic  every  Thursday  4  p.m.  - 
of  venereal  disease  among  merchant  seamen.  6  p.m.  Psychiatric  clinic  -  1st  and 

3rd  Thursdays  each  month  3  p.m.  by 
appointment . 

Customs  Officers  advise  contact 
direct  with  M.O.H’s  surgery  or  Health 
Department,  West  Penwith  R.D.C. 
Penzance. 


Section  IX.  -  Cases  of  Notifiable  and  other 

Table  "D".  Infectious  Diseases  on  ships. 


Category  No.  of  cases  during  the  year  Number  of  ships  concerned. 

Disease  Passengers  Crew 

Cases  landed  from 

ships  from  foreign  Nil.  Nil.  Nil.  Nil, 

ports. 

Cases  which  have 

occurred  on  ships  Nil.  Nil.  Nil.  Nil. 

from  foreign  ports 
but  have  been  disposed 
of  before  arrival. 


Cases  landed  from  Nil.  Nil.  Nil.  Nil. 

other  ships. 


Section  X.  -  Observations  on  the  occurrence  of 

Malaria  in  ships. 

No  ships  from  areas  of  epedemic  malaria  visited  the  Port  and  I  have  no 
observations  to  make  on  its  occurrence  in  those  ships  from  foreign  Ports  visiting 
Hayl e . 


Section  XI.  -  Measures  taken  against  ships  infected 

with  or  suspected  for  plague. 


No  measures  necessary. 


t 


-  4  - 


Section  XII. 


(l)  Procedure  for  inspection 


(2)  Arrangements  for  the 
•bacteriological  or 
pathological  examination 
of  rodents  etc. 


Measures  against  rodents  in 
shins  from  Foreign  Ports., 

Routine  examination.-  Validity  of 
deratting  or  deratting  exemption 
certificates. 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Royal 
Cornwall  Infirmary,  Truro.  No  rodents 
sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 


(3)  Arrangements  for  deratting 
•  ships,  methods  used  etc. 


Hayie  is  not  an  approved  Port  for  this 
purpose.  If  necessary  ships  directed  to 
Falmouth. 


(4)  Progress  in  the  ratproofing 
of  ships. 


-  Nil. 


Table  ME". 

Bnrtnnta  destroyed  during  tho  year  _in_  ships  from  Foreign  Ports  -.Mil 


Table  "F1., 

Deratting  Certificates  &  Deratting  Exemption  _Certifi cates  issued  during^tho 
year  for  ships  from  Foreign  Ports. 

Nil. 


Section  XIII.  -  Inspection  of  ships  for  Nuisances. 


Table  "GM. 


Inspections  and  Notion . 


Nature  and  Number  of 
Inspections . 


Notices  Served 

Statutory  Notices  Other  Notice_s 


Ramil t  of  Serving  Notice 


As  in  Table  "B" 


Nil, 


Nil. 


Total 


42 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Section  XIV. 


PnKHn  Health  (Shell-fish) 
Regulations  1934  -  194o^ 


Not  applicable. 


Section  XV.  -  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens. 


Not  applicable. 
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Section  XVI.  -  Miscellaneous. 


Arrangements  for  the  "burial  on  shore  of 
persons  who  have  died  on  "board  ship  from 
infectious  disease. 


Port  M.O.H.  in  conjunction  with 
District  M.O.H.  institute  procedure 
prescribed  by  Section  162  P.H.A. 
1936. 


Mortuary. 

During  the  year  l8  bodies  have  been  placed  in  the  mortuary. 
-  Dock  Installations. 


The  sanitary  facilities  and  canteens  provided  by  Messrs.  Harvey  & 

Co.,  were  visited  and  found  clean  and  satisfactory. 

An  application  was  approved  by  the  District  Council  for  the  retention 
of  a  temporary  canteen  to  replace  the  existing  facilities  on  North  Quay  is 
likely  to  be  a  great  improvement. 

Major  infestation  of  rats  was  found  in  the  dock  area  and  this  was  dealt 
with  by  the  Health  Department  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  this  should  be 
-a  periodic  control  treatment. 

A  new  warehouse  for  potatoes  and  fruit  was  in  the  course  of  erection 
and  rat  proofing  was  suitably  effected. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

On  24th  January  1955  smallpox  was  reported  in  Brittany  and  on  13th 
April  Tours  and  Port  of  Brest  were  declared  infected  areas.  I  instructed 
Pilots  and  Customs  Offices  to  notify  me  of  the  arrival  of  any  French  boats 
at  Hayle  and  to  quarantine  them.  Ho  vessels  were  reported  and  the 
alert  ended  on  11th  July  1955 • 


SGDo 


P.E.  MORRIS. 


PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


. 


